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Ashleigh Primary School

Geography Policy


Ashleigh 

Primary School
Geography 

Policy
British Values

Through its curriculum, extra-curricular activities, teaching and learning this school will promote British values. By doing so, we will ensure that all learners understand the values that have traditionally underpinned British society. The teaching of these values will promote cohesiveness within our school and community. We will prepare pupils for life in England where the population has an increasingly rich diversity of backgrounds, origins, beliefs and cultures by promoting the values on which our society has been built. By teaching pupils these values we will help all to become good citizens of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 

Race Equality and Racial Harassment

Implicit in all our policies is a belief in race equality and everything will be done to promote this.  We do not tolerate racial harassment.  (Refer to School’s Race Equality and Racial Harassment Policies).
What is Geography at Ashleigh?

At Ashleigh Primary school Geography is taught because we want children to acquire skills which will enable them to ask questions. We want to develop their natural curiosity so they may discover more about their environment and the people who live in it. We aim to provide all children with the opportunity to appreciate learn and enjoy geographical activities.  We also aim to further their understanding of the world around them through the study of people and places. This will enable children to develop respect for different ways of life and consider issues about the environment and sustainable development. 


Aims of Geography
Through our teaching of Geography we aim to:

· stimulate pupils' interest and curiosity about their surroundings and the wider world
· increase their knowledge and understanding of the changing world

· encourage pupils to ask questions and propose solutions to environmental problems

· develop pupils' competence in specific geographical skills

· foster a sense of responsibility for the earth and its resources
Through Geography we can also:

· Improve pupils' skills in literacy, numeracy and ICT

· Develop pupils' thinking skills

· Promote pupils' awareness and understanding of gender, cultural, spiritual and moral issues

· Develop pupils as active citizens

Objectives 
By the end of Key Stage 1, children should have had the opportunity to:- 

a) extend their awareness of, and develop an interest in, their surroundings 

b) observe accurately and develop simple skills of enquiry, e.g. use of world maps, atlases, globes and fieldwork. 

c) Identify and explore features of the local environment. 

d) Name and locate the world’s continents and oceans. 

e) Name, locate and identify characteristics of the countries in the United Kingdom. 

f) Identify and describe similarities and differences between their local area and other localities 

g) Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns and hot and cold areas of the world. 

h) Develop an appropriate geographical vocabulary . 

i) Use simple compass directions. 

j) Increase awareness of the importance of the quality and vulnerability of the environment. 

k) Develop a range of communication skills, e.g. pictures, writing, maps, I.C.T. 

By the end of Key Stage 2 children should have had the opportunity to:- 

a) Acquire skills in carrying out observations, collecting and interpreting information. 

b) Practice fieldwork skills in a variety of locations using different equipment. 

c) Carry out further investigations of their local area, particularly with regard to land use, human activity, communications and physical features. 

d) Realise that the local area is part of a broad hierarchy of settlements from the whole town, a region a county, a country and a continent. 

e) Find out that settlements developed in different ways, for various reasons and that land use within them varies and that the U.K contains many examples. 

f) Extend their knowledge and understanding of the local area and the U.K to include Europe and North and South America, including the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. 

g) Use the eight points of a compass and four and six figure grid references. 

h) Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, the equator, the tropics, Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones. 

i) Consider the impact of human activity on the environment – change, conflict, conservation. 

j) Continue to develop a geographical vocabulary. 

k) Continue to develop a wider range of communication skills by which to record and report findings and ideas. 

Teaching and Learning 

We base our teaching on the National Curriculum and this is particularly helpful with ensuring that there is continuity and progression in Geography.
The National Curriculum document for Geography sets out a clear, full and statutory requirement for all children. It determines the content of what will be taught, and sets attainment targets for learning. The programmes of study set out what should be taught at Key Stage 1 and 2. In the Foundation Stage the children are provided with a wide range of activities and opportunities as prescribed in the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum ‘Understanding the World’. Planning for geographical experiences include many outdoor activities which allow children to have first-hand experience of the environment. These include using the school grounds, garden area and surrounding natural environment, observing the roads and buildings in the locality and enjoying many different kinds of weather. Many of the outdoor play provision activities are also used as a source of learning.

All lessons are to be planned and delivered by class teachers. In all classes work is differentiated in order to give appropriate levels of work to each child. All children’s work will be marked with relevant comments to help the child progress and evaluate their own work. Comments should also enable the class teacher to assess children’s work and address any misconceptions. This should be read alongside the school’s marking policy. The Geography curriculum overview shows what topics are studied throughout school.
When teaching Geography we:

· Always explain what we want pupils to know, understand and be able to do through the  geography they are about to do

· Often use a key question to direct pupils' thinking / enquiry 

· Vary the resources and activities to ensure each pupil can learn effectively

· Use starters and plenaries to ensure students fully understand what they are learning, how they learn and how well they are progressing

Fieldwork

Fieldwork is integral to good Geography teaching and we include as many opportunities as we can to involve children in practical geographical research and enquiry. At Key Stage 1, we let all the children carry out an investigation into the local environment and we give them opportunities to observe and record information around the school site. At Key Stage 2, the children do a study of the local area. We also offer them the opportunity to take part in a residential visit to Winmarleigh where children are involved in cross curricular activities including Geography, ICT and PE.
Safeguarding 
Where children are to participate in activities outside the classroom, for example, a field trip, it is imperative that risk assessments are undertaken for learning based away from the school site, to ensure that the risks are minimal and foreseen. This needs to be read alongside the Risk Assessment and Safeguarding Policies.


Assessment and Record Keeping 

Children’s progress in Geography is teacher assessed through observations, oral responses and a variety of written evidence. Geography is tracked by class teachers on a spreadsheet tracker for each Key Stage, showing progression. Work is monitored through book monitoring throughout the year. This will include examples of differentiated work from the Programmes of Study across the 2 Key Stages.


Cross Curricular Links
Literacy
Geography makes a significant contribution to the teaching of Literacy in our school because it actively promotes the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. We ensure that some of the texts that we use in literacy are geographical in nature. For example, in Key Stage 1, the Katie Morag books are available to develop children’s knowledge and understanding in the QCA unit, ‘An Island Home’. At Key Stage 2 we use environmental issues as a way of developing the children’s writing ability by asking them to record information and write reports and letters. 

Mathematics
Geography in our school contributes to the teaching of mathematics in a variety of ways. We teach the children how to represent objects with maps. The children study space, scale and distance and they learn how to use four- and six-figure grid references. They also use graphs to explore, analyse and illustrate a variety of data. 
Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
We make provision for the children to use ICT  in Geography lessons where

appropriate. Children use ICT to enhance their skills in data handling and in presenting written work. They research information through the internet. We arrange for the children to communicate with other pupils in other schools and countries through using e-mail. We also offer children the opportunity to use the digital camera to record and use photographic images.

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHEE)
Geography contributes significantly to the teaching of Personal, Social, Health and Economic
education. Firstly, the subject matter lends itself to raising matters of citizenship and social welfare. For example, children study the way people re-cycle material and how environments are changed for better or for worse. Secondly, the nature of the subject means that children have the opportunity to take part in debates and discussions. We allow them to organize campaigns on matters of concern to them, such as helping the poor or homeless. Geography in our school promotes the concept of positive citizenship.

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development
We offer children in our school many opportunities to examine the fundamental questions in life through the medium of Geography. For example, their work on the changing landscape and environmental issues leads children to ask questions about the evolution of the planet. 
We encourage the children to reflect on the impact of mankind on our world and we introduce the concept of ‘stewardship’ in relation to sustainable development. Through teaching about contrasting localities, we enable the children to learn about inequality and injustice in the world. We help children to develop their knowledge and understanding of different cultures so that they learn to avoid stereotyping other people and acquire a positive attitude towards others. We help contribute to the children’s social development by teaching them about how society works to resolve difficult issues of economic development. Geography contributes to the children’s appreciation of what is right and wrong by raising many moral questions during the programme of study.


Equal Opportunities Statement 

We believe that all children, irrespective of background, race, gender or capability should have equal access to the Geography curriculum. Positive attempts will be made to encourage all children to use a wide range of resources. Teachers may find that there are parts of the QCA Units that they wish to modify and adapt for the children in their class.
Special Educational Needs – SEN

 
At Ashleigh we recognise the need to cater for children with Special Educational Needs.
Teachers are best placed to judge whether the learning objectives meet the learning needs of individual children and to adapt these to provide appropriate opportunities for all children to succeed. Some of the teaching activities will need to be adapted to ensure that children with Special Educational Needs may participate fully and demonstrate their achievements. Work is differentiated to assist children’s learning in terms of: Learning Outcomes, Tasks, Teaching Methods, Support and Resources. More able children should be given open-ended tasks and opportunities for research and more challenging study. 

Multicultural Themes

Geography naturally relates to studying links with other cultures and these will be developed wherever possible across the curriculum in line with the DfES document. At Ashleigh we have a ‘Multicultural Week’ to enhance the curriculum.
Children should be encouraged to develop; 
· an understanding of other cultures
· an interest in people and places beyond their immediate experience 
· an awareness of cultural and ethnic diversity within our society, while recognising the similarity of activities, interests and aspirations of different people
· tolerance toward people who hold different values and beliefs

Homework 

Many units provide opportunities for teachers to set worthwhile tasks that can be completed outside formal teaching time sometimes with parental involvement. Suitable tasks to set include: 
· finding out more about the topics in the units; 
· asking children to apply the new ideas they encounter to their own life experience; 
· collecting data and information. 
Children could also be given opportunities to practise some of the skills of investigative work, e.g. thinking about questions to ask about a topic, and ways of finding out the answers. 

Resource Management

Resources and materials relevant to the units being taught should be available within each year group. Some resources will be held centrally in resource cupboards and drawers. 

Role of the Subject Leader

The Geography subject leader is responsible for:-
· the implementation of the Geography curriculum throughout the school 
· supporting class teachers with Geography
· managing Geography teaching resources, including purchases and keeping up to date with new resources 
· monitoring and evaluating classroom practice 
· periodically reviewing the policy and schemes of work
· to keep up to date with changes in the curriculum and inform staff about relevant courses and developments in Geography 
· liaising with other subject leaders when necessary
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