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British Values

Through its curriculum, extra-curricular activities, teaching and learning this school will promote British values. By doing so, we will ensure that all learners understand the values that have traditionally underpinned British society. The teaching of these values will promote cohesiveness within our school and community. We will prepare pupils for life in England where the population has an increasingly rich diversity of backgrounds, origins, beliefs and cultures by promoting the values on which our society has been built. By teaching pupils these values we will help all to become good citizens of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 

Race Equality and Racial Harassment

Implicit in all our policies is a belief in race equality and everything will be done to promote this.  We do not tolerate racial harassment.  (Refer to School’s Race Equality and Racial Harassment Policies).

What is History at Ashleigh?
At Ashleigh pupils are given access to the past through structured teaching of important events in the history of Britain, Europe and other parts of the world. They are helped to build a clear chronological framework of the development of societies from ancient to modern times by making links across the different study units. They are given opportunities to investigate local history and to learn about and interpret the past from a range of primary sources.

Aims of History

To stimulate curiosity about the past.

To develop research skills needed to access relevant information.

To increase knowledge and understanding of the history of Britain, Europe and the world.

To help pupils develop a sense of identity through studying the history of their locality.

To give opportunities to convey understanding / interpretation of past events in a variety of ways.

To provide situations which foster independent / co-operative activities.

History in the National Curriculum

History is organised according to the guidelines set out in the National Curriculum.

Key Stage 1
Pupils should be taught about: 

· changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life 

· events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally 

· the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods 

· significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

Key Stage 2
Pupils should be taught about: 

· changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

· the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

· Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 

· the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor 

· a local history study 

· a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

· the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China 

· Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world 

· a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 

Planning of History

History is taught in specific historical topics, according to National Curriculum guidelines. Class teachers are expected to inform the History Co-ordinator of any amendments to medium term planning, thereby ensuring that the continuity and breadth of History is monitored.


Organisation of History

Class teachers are responsible for teaching the required Programmes of Study and developing the key elements in history. Full breakdown of topics taught in each class are held by History co-ordinators.
Relationship to other Subjects

History is taught as a subject in its own right. It is also taught in a cross curricular way through aspects of Geography, Science, Literacy, ICT, Design Technology, RE, Art and Music.

Equal Opportunities and Special Needs

A balance of interest must be provided for both boys and girls in topic work. For example, the role of women and men in history is equally important in areas of study. Teachers with children who have Special Needs must use their expertise and judgement to provide a variety of teaching strategies and differentiated activities in History.

Assessment and Recording

Children’s progress in History is teacher assessed through observations, oral responses and a variety of written evidence. History is tracked by class teachers on a spreadsheet tracker for each Key Stage, showing progression. Work is monitored through book monitoring throughout the year. This will include examples of differentiated work from the Programmes of Study across the 2 Key Stages.
Resources

The resources for History topics are mainly based in the relevant classrooms. These include a variety of texts, photographs, posters, artefacts, worksheets and videos. The Library also has a considerable selection of books to support topics. 
Safety Guidelines

Teachers should refer to the school’s Health and Safety Policy and the safety procedures recommended in the DfEE ‘Health & Safety of Pupils on Education Visits’ guidelines, for the field study aspect of this subject. 
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